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Fulton Lewis Jr. Wins One

Libel Trial Collapses
in the First Round

By FRANCIS A. PORTER
Iadio and TV commentator Fu

Iten Tewis Jr. today stande fiee

of one of twoe eriminal libel churges '\gdmi“f”i"m“ﬁﬁw a St Mary's

County newspaper owner steod on his consti tut‘on.xl rxght\ d]ld

refused to testify, R ¢

‘The commentiator’s frial vesterdoy
o Fllicott City grounc 1o 8 bast
woon Shondar Fanestock, owner
ot pubticner of the St Mary's kn-
aprise refus toto discuss a e tter
soaegedly wiit 'noto tum by M
1-wis He sata his o2 vers nnght
tord to anerinciaate hon '

The letter aymalet n the Fnte
prise lost Tuly 3 I e hicwzeg Soote
Scn Paul J. o cady o St Man s
County, and w .« toe basis of the
Hoel bndictmen againsc Mr. Laws,

Tudee James Cimk upleld Nir

P — -- R,

“rnied fou! waoen the tiial had «aded

Mr. Fahnestock told reportor s that
he had never been a-hed by the

Siate’s Artorney what 11s testimony
would b

NO COMMENT

Mr Lewis 1 fused "¢ o qumont on

“the cu<e unti- the sec 1 d libel in

doetinent against him s Jdispused of
by the court, It chargs nhe liveled
Sen Badey and two other St Mary s
potitical .cade. s 1n another  letten
which w.s published in the Enter
prite J 009

Lot

. Fannestoek™ rotus o toanswer gres MeoTNotingiy was gnen until

tone about the "o er Thursdoy to devide if ne warts 1o |
SV car’t fopoe thy o mar te JoC~ecute the ase * vaow of Al
eninnate him " be told S v posnestcek’s Frftn amendment
Attacaey Tosers A Matting v "I ¢ and Jidge Clark set June 30 to
Mro Lavas s v of Iibed, tien hear the case if the state’s attornes
this man 1s, too, P at you dydn’t 5, dees not ask to have the indicoment
dict him ’ dropped.

“We h.'d no deg the withes w o~ o -
hast e, M Alonmgly said.

“The witness isn’t hostile. He just’ '
chocses to stand on his  constitue
Jjorat righi<” Judge Clurk said. {

KEY MAN

‘The newspapermast was the state s 0 1
key witnese When he refused to!
testity, the state was unable 1), :
proce thatr Mo Lewis had wnittea |
the letter. ' ’

The 11 .'. which had been ex
pu ted 1o ost several dayvs came mf |
a lait in Iess than three hours with
w duected verdict of oot guilty

Mr. Mattayly., who ¢ a Demo
cratic candidate for the + ate senate,
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